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MLA. Each question 3 pages. Total pages is 6. Instructions: 
You must answer number a), and any other of the following 3 
questions—b.c or d). Each question should not be more than a 4 
page- type-written (nor a few paragraphs, or one- page) essay. 
Please begin each essay on a separate page (12 
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pt font size, double spacing is recommended). Note: clarity of 
expression, the appropriate use of examples from the assigned 
book and concepts learned in class will be taken into account in 
awarding points. Make sure that each essay has introduction, 
body and conclusion. Provide page numbers of 
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cited quotations from the ethnography. Late and electronically 
submitted papers will not be accepted. Section I (this question 
must be answered for 30 points) a) Would you say that the 
positionality (as insider or outsider) of Norman-Denton among 
the homegirls helped or hindered her research 
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efforts? Whichever position you take, support your answer with 
five specific examples from the book on her methodology, 
dealings with informants and the analysis of the book. Section 
(answer only one question for 20 points) b) Discuss four main 
ways in which Homegirls transgress gender and 
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connections to larger social processes of 
nationalism,racial/ethnic consciousness, and gender identity.An 
engrossing account of the Norte and Sur girl gangs - the largest 
Latino gangs in CaliforniaTraces how elements of speech, bodily 
practices, and symbolic exchanges are used to signal social 
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affiliation and come together to form youth gang stylesExplores 
the relationship between language and the body: one of the 
most striking aspects of the tattoos, make-up, and clothing of 
the gang membersUnlike other studies - which focus on 
violence, fighting and drugs - Mendoza-Denton delves into 
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the commonly-overlooked cultural and linguistic aspects of 
youth gangs c) What do you like about the book Homgirls? What 
aspects of it do you dislike? In each case give four specific 
examples taking into account the book's contribution to 
linguistic anthropology, it structure, content and author's 
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subjective location in the analysis, d) Norman-Denton has 
put forward two main hypotheses to explain the long-term 
impact of gang culture on Homegirls. Identify and briefly explain 
each of these hypotheses. Drawing specific examples from the 
book show four main ways in which either of the 
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